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Class John Delaney and Lieutenant JG Ted
White. On that day over Chichi Jima, a young
American became a war hero and learned
an old lesson: With the defense of freedom
comes loss and sacrifice.

The George H'W. Bush honors a genera-
tion that valued service above self. Like so
many who served in World War II, duty
came naturally to our father. In the 4 years
of that war, 16 million Americans would put
on the uniform, and the human costs were
appalling. From the beaches of Normandy
to the jungles of Southeast Asia, more than
400,000 Americans would give their lives.

From the beginning of that war, there
were those who argued that freedom had
seen its day and that the future belonged to
the hard men in Tokyo and Berlin. Yet the
war machines of Imperial Japan and Nazi
Germany would be brought down by Amer-
ican GIs who only months before had been
students and farmers and bank clerks and
factory hands. The generation of World War
IT taught the world’s tyrants a telling lesson:
There is no power like the power of freedom
and no soldier as strong as a soldier who
fights for a free future for his children.

The George HW. Bush will serve—as a
new generation of Americans every bit as
brave and selfless as those who have come
before them. The 21st century—in the 21st
century, freedom is again under attack, and
young Americans are Volunteering to answer
the call. In the years since September the
11th, 2001, more than 1.6 million Americans
have volunteered to wear the uniform of the
United States. Today, they serve in distant
lands and on far seas—from the islands of
Southeast Asia to the Horn of Africa to the
mountains of Afghanistan and in Iraq. And
once again, with perseverance and courage
and confidence in the power of freedom, a
new generation of Americans will leave a
more hopeful and peaceful world for genera-
tions to come.

The men and women of the United States
military represent the best of America, and
they deserve the best America can give them.
And the George H.W. Bush is the best Amer-
ica can give them.

During his time in the South Pacific, En-
sign Bush served on a light carrier called the
USS San Jacinto. That ship was named for

1767

the 1836 Battle of San Jacinto. And in that
battle, the free Texas forces led by Sam
Houston defeated a Mexican army that was
much larger in size—and Sam Houston suc-
ceeded in capturing the Mexican general re-
sponsible for the slaughter of the Alamo just
a few weeks before. Yet on the eve of the
battle, the outcome was far from certain, and
the Mexicans seemed to hold the advantage.
So Sam Houston called his Texans together,
and he reminded them what they were fight-
ing for. He told them: “Be men—be free
men—that your children may bless their fa-
ther’s name.”

On this proud day, the children of George
H.W. Bush bless their father’s name; the
United States Navy honors his name; and the
ship that bears his name sails into this young
century as a symbol of American strength and
freedom. May God watch over all those who
sail this ship, all those who fly from her deck,
and all those at home who pray for their safe
return.

It is my honor to bring to you the 41st
President, a great dad, George H.W. Bush.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at the
Northrop Grumman Newport News Shipyard. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Timothy M.
Kaine of Virginia.

Statement on the Death of
John J. “Buck” O’Neil
October 7, 2006

Buck O’Neil represented the best of
America’s national pastime. He devoted his
long and full life to baseball and refused to
allow injustice and discrimination to diminish
his love of the game and his joyous, generous
spirit. Laura and I extend our sympathies to
his family and friends, and on behalf of all
Americans, we give thanks for the life of one
of the great ambassadors in baseball history.

Remarks on the Situation in North
Korea

October 9, 2006

Last night the Government of North
Korea proclaimed to the world that it had
conducted a nuclear test. We're working to



